
Welcome to Zion National Park. Zion is a spectacular network of 
colorful canyons, forested mesas, and striking deserts. All of the land 
within the park boundary is preserved by the National Park Service 
for the benefit of the public. In addition, a remarkable 84 percent of this 
extraordinary landscape is preserved as wilderness. This designation 

will ensure that over 124,400 acres of the park will continue to be a place where nature 
and its “community of life are untrammeled by man, a place where man himself is 
a visitor who does not remain.”
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leave no trace

While traveling through 
the wilderness, please 
show respect for your 
national park and your 

fellow visitors.

Stay on the trail. If you must leave the 
trail, avoid stepping on biological soil 
crusts. It can take decades to regrow and 
can be destroyed by a single step. Travel 
on slickrock and canyon bottoms 
whenever possible. 

Do not build or destroy rock cairns. 
They are used to mark the trail or route. 
If placed incorrectly they can mislead 
visitors causing unnecessary damage to 
the resource and could lead to injury. 
Also, do not build structures including 
benches, tables and shelters. Leave the 
area in a natural state for others to enjoy.

Camping is limited to designated sites 
in much of the Zion Wilderness. In areas 
where at-large camping is permitted, 
camp at least 300 feet from water and 
out of view of trails and streams. Camp 
one-quarter mile from springs. Campfires 
are not allowed in the wilderness. Please 
use a gas stove.

Carry all of your trash out of the 
wilderness, including toilet paper. Use 
a human waste disposal bag to transport 
your solid waste. If you do not have a 
disposal bag, waste can be buried in a 
small hole 4 to 8 inches deep and at least 

be prepared

More than 40,000 people 
receive permits to visit 
the Zion Wilderness 
each year. Traveling into 

the wilderness, even on short trips, 
can be challenging and risky and requires 
careful planning before you begin. 
Summer weather is hot and dry and 
winters can be cold and icy. Narrow 
canyons are subject to flash flooding 
and dangerous cliffs are common. Often 
there are no trail indicators or directional 
signs and routes can be difficult to find 
and follow. Each year, people are injured 
or die while exploring the park. Your 
safety depends on your own good 
judgment, adequate preparation, and 
constant observation. Speak with park 
rangers at park visitor centers for current 
conditions, weather forecasts, and flash 
flood potential ratings.

200 feet from water and campsites. 
Human waste bags must be used in 
The Narrows.

It is illegal to remove anything from 
the park. Leave the flowers, rocks, and 
everything else for others to enjoy.

Feeding wildlife human food is illegal 
and unhealthy. Animals can become 
aggressive when fed.

Allow others to enjoy the peace and 
solitude of the park. Keep your group 
quiet and limit the size of your group.

October 29 to March 2

March 3 to April 20

April 21 to May 25

May 26 to September 2

September 3 to October 28

Kolob Canyons Visitor Center
435 586-9548

9:00 am to 5:00 pm

8:00 am to 5:00 pm

8:00 am to 5:00 pm

8:00 am to 5:00 pm

8:00 am to 5:00 pm

Zion Canyon Visitor Center
435 772-0170       

8:00 am to 4:30 pm

8:00 am to 5:00 pm
	

7:00 am to 6:00 pm

7:00 am to 7:30 pm

7:00 am to 6:00 pm

Wilderness Permit Hours

Permits are required for overnight trips in the wilderness, including climbing bivouacs, 
through-hikes of the Virgin River and tributaries, and canyons requiring the use of descending 
gear or ropes, including The Subway. Permits are available the day before or the day of a trip.
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